
Dearest friends and family-in-Christ,

I hope this letter finds you well and that you are enjoying Him more each day.  I am writing this 
letter to share what God has been doing in my life recently and what is coming up.

As most of you know, I am finishing my third year of medical school at Baylor College of Medicine.  I 
will be applying to internal medicine  (i.e., adult medicine that is not surgery) for residency with 

plans to eventually pursue hematology-oncology for fellowship.  Before beginning residency, God 

has provided me with an amazing opportunity to participate in his kingdom -building work in 

Nalerigu, Ghana with the Baptist Medical Centre (BMC).

Ever since I began volunteering in various areas in high school, I have sensed that helping others is 
the right thing to do.  Yet the more deeply I became involved in missions trips and volunteer 

organizations, the more I found that good motivations can only get you so far. We need to be 

equipped with skills and knowledge to truly be useful to those in need. 

This conviction persuaded me to apply to medical school, and to persevere in studying the science 
and art of medicine for the past three years.  My goal is to be a skilled and compassionate physician 

who can diagnose and manage patients even in settings of limited resources, as well as to share the 

love of Christ with my patients. Baylor has prepared me well in regards to the first goal, and I am 

grateful to God that He has gotten me through the past three years of medical school.  The second 
goal, being a vessel of Christ’s love, is what I hope to focus more on at the mission hospital in 

Nalerigu.  Healing the body and soul for God’s glory is why I am where I am in the first place, and 

this trip to Ghana will be a unique opportunity to gain a better understanding of how God may use 
my abilities and knowledge to involve me in His work.

At the BMC, I will be working in the outpatient clinic where I will see patients with problems ranging 
from hypertension to hernias to snake bites; inpatient wards treating infections, cancer, and 

surgical issues; the TB treatment village where patients recover from various manifestations of TB 

infection; and the nutrition rehabilitation center, teaching food preparation and family planning.   

People travel far, even from neighboring countries, because they know they can receive quality 
medical care there.  Thousands of people come to know Christ through the BMC every year.  Forty 

churches have been planted as a direct result of the BMC's work.  If you are interested in learning 

more about the BMC and seeing a video tour, you can check out www.baptistmedicalcenter.org/.

Formerly known as the Gold Coast because Portuguese explorers found gold there in the 
1400's.

○

Official language is English, but over 70 different languages are spoken throughout the 
country.

○

40% traditional religions (animism), practiced by most in the north where I will be

40% Christian, concentrated on the coast

12% Muslim

A secular state.  Statistics on religious breakdown vary, but can roughly be estimated as 
follows:

○

Some background on Ghana:

Pray for the Mamprusi, the predominant people group in Nalerigu.  Most of them follow 
African traditional religion or Islam.

○

Pray for the patients – both physical and spiritual healing.○

Pray for volunteers, including myself – to be helpful to the hospital's ministry and to know 
God more intimately.  

○

Pray for missionary positions that are still unmet to be filled .○

Here are ways you can support God's work in Ghana:

If you would like to contribute specifically to my work… (this is where I was thinking of having 
people write checks to CTPC so they could get tax deductions)

I will be gone from July 31 until August 28.  My budget is as follows:

Airfare: $1900 (IAH to ATL to ACC), $500 (ACC to Tamale).
Room and board: $540
Local transportation: $30
Visa: $60

Immunizations: $340 (typhoid, yellow fever, hepatitis A, malaria prophylaxis)
Traveler insurance: $50

Total: $3420

Elaine Chang
To Him be the glory forever and ever!

I  found out about this opportunity through my 
friend who is a  pediatric resident… she is in this 

picture taken at an orphanage.

Ghana: in west Africa

Inside the mission hospital.

A typical village house
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